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How To Identify Mange In Dogs
Author: Daniel Griffiths

If mange is to be detected in your dog, then you could do worse than to arm yourself with 
a little knowledge of the disease. The parasitic mites that cause canine mange come in 
two main forms –demodecidae, which cause demodectic mange, and sarcoptes scabei, the 
cause of sarcoptic mange.

Both of these types of mite invade the dog's body and burrow themselves into the skin. It 
is, however, possible to detect which type of mange your dog my have simply by 
observing, as all the characteristics of mange are both unnatural and unpleasant looking. 
Here we will take a look at how each type of mange shows itself on an affected dog.

Demodectic mange

Generally speaking, demodectic mange tends to affect dogs with a developing, or 
deteriorating immune system. Therefore, the age of the dog should be considered – 
puppies and older dogs are most likely to be affected, and this is most usually shown by 
bold spots on the dogs body. The fur on the crown of the head, and on the legs may 
appear thinner than usual. Although these are the most common areas for bald spots to 
occur, any area of the body can be affected, and may be worsened by the dog gnawing at 
the affected areas. It is also worth looking through, and under the dog's fur, as spots 
similar to human chickenpox may be present. These can become scabby and leave 
dandruff, which may be also worth looking out for if mange is suspected.

Sarcoptic mange

This type of mange, also known as canine scabies or red mange, is perhaps the most 
common type found in dogs, but is also the most dangerous if left untreated. 
Unfortunately, the characteristics of dog infected with sarcoptic mange do not differ to 
much from those of an uninfected dog – mainly restlessness and itching. However, if your 
dog both scratches itself more than usual and is unusually active, then it is possible canine 
scabies is the cause. Similarly to demodectic mange, sarcoptic mange can be characterised 
by hair loss. The most usual places for this are the ears, face, and legs – although, as with 
demodectic mange, hair loss can occur anywhere on the body.

Underneath the fur should also be checked for reddened skin, as well as sores and scabs – 
hence the name red mange. These areas can become infected if left untreated, and the 
dog's tendency to scratch these areas may hasten any potential infection.



In most cases of mange, other behavioural characteristics may be observed as well as 
physical symptoms. For example, your dog may appear to be more tired then usual, sleep 
patterns may change, as may eating and drinking habits.

If you suspect your dog has mange of either sort, take your dog to see a vet as soon as 
possible – the sooner the better. Do not be tempted to ignore the problem, thinking it will 
go away, as mange mites breed rapidly and in huge numbers – ignoring the problem will 
most likely make it worse, and will be harder for your vet to treat. If caught in the early 
stages, mange should be relatively easy to treat. However, if left for too long, the mange 
may spread throughout the dogs entire body. A best case scenario would leave your dog 
looking like that stereotypical 'mangy dog', would be incredibly unpleasant for the the dog, 
and leave you with an expensive vets' bill. although fatalities are not too common with 
mange, in extreme cases mange can potentially kill an infected animal.

Lexy at 16 weeks, suffering from mange.

Although your vet will be able to verbally confirm mange upon a physical examination, 
sometimes a skin scraping will be taken and sent off for laboratory testing in order to 
confirm a genuine case of mange. This is mainly because some of the symptoms of canine 
mange are easily confused with other diseases and conditions, such as a fungal infection, 
insect bites, irritating plants such as nettles, or a combination of these.

If mange is identified in its early stages, treatment from your vet should be relatively 
cheap and quick – the disease should be gone anywhere between 4-12 weeks, although 
your veterinary surgeon will provide you with the necessary information.



Thinning hair on Lexy's front legs.

If correct treatment is provided early enough, there should be little or no further 
complications regarding your dog's recovery, apart from a little discomfort where there 
may be the occasional urge to scratch. However, mange is highly contagious and can be 
passed on to humans by direct contact – sarcoptic mange in particular. If sarcoptes scabei 
come into human contact, this is known as scabies. Symptoms are usually small lumps 
similar to insect bites that become very itchy, and most usually appear on the arms and 
torso. However, as mange mites are species specific, they tend to die out quickly if passed 
from canine to human, so symptoms usually last for about a week. A soothing cream such 
as calamine lotion can be applied to the affected areas, and medical advice should be 
sought.

All clothing, bedsheets and any other materials that the infected dog and human has come 
in contact with should be washed at a high temperature to destroy any eggs that may be 
hiding within the fibres. Any soft furnishings should be treated with a suitable insecticide 
and vacuumed regularly.

Although mange can affect any animal due to its ease of transferability, there are some 
precautions that can be made to lower the chances of your dog contracting mange. Where 
possible, the dog should be kept in as clean an environment as possible, and any dog 
bedding should be washed regularly. As most dogs often come into contact with other 
animals, your dog should be checked regularly for any changes of its physical appearance 
and habits, and washed regularly using a suitable insecticidal shampoo or other cleanser.
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RESOURCES:

PerfectPetSkin.co.uk – specialists in dog shampoo for itchy, dry skin

http://www.perfectpetskin.co.uk/

