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KEEP YOUR DOG SAFE
“The world was conquered through the understanding of dogs; the world exists  

through the understanding of dogs." 
~ NIETZCHE

Abou t  t h is  gu ide

In this eBook we will present to you a series of tips and expert advice on how to prevent dog loss through 
theft or straying.

Dog loss through theft and straying is a problem at historically high levels. For any dog owner, losing a 
dog through theft or straying is a traumatic and deeply upsetting event. This guide seeks to offer helpful 
advice on measures you can take to minimise the risks.

This note is important. Always seek the advice and opinion of pet care professionals should your dog be 
experiencing pain or displaying symptoms of illness.
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Dog Theft On The Rise

“Each week I am reading about reports of pet theft from all around the country,” said AKC spokesperson Lisa 

Peterson. “Some owners, desperate to find their beloved pets have contacted us, wanting to know what they can 

do to help get their ‘family’ members back. It’s not just about the financial value of the dog for any of these people. 

It’s an emotional attachment that can’t be replaced by getting another dog.”

Julie Austin of Idaho told Local News 8 that she was shocked when her 11-week-old puppy was stolen right out of 

the arms of her 5-year-old daughter while she was sitting in a public park. The Austins filed a stolen pet report with 

the local police. Fortunately, after they alerted the media and the police received a tip about their pet’s 

whereabouts, their puppy was recovered living at someone else’s home. The alleged thief was charged with a 

misdemeanor possession of stolen property.

As a majority of owners view their dogs as valued family members, the value of pets in people’s lives is being 

recognized by legislators across America. 

In New York, following the disappearance of a Siberian Husky in his Brooklyn district, New York Assemblyman 

Joseph Lentol vowed to introduce dog-napping legislation which would make the theft of a companion animal a 

felony offense with up to four years in jail depending on the circumstances.
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A bill was introduced in Texas which would have made it a state felony to steal a pet, including the family dog, with 

a possible two years in prison if convicted. California and Delaware have tried to regulate roadside pet sales as a 

way to combat the trafficking of stolen pets to unsuspecting consumers.

Regardless of the reason thieves are taking pets, whether to sell to unsuspecting local buyers or over the Internet 

or keeping them for personal use, criminals need to know that pet owners are becoming more proactive by 

keeping pets close to them and also microchipping their pets ahead of time so that when these dogs turn up at 

shelters or veterinarian offices they can be scanned to find their rightful owners.

AKC Advice on Dog Theft Prevention in the USA

“The value of pets in people’s lives has been on the rise for a long time and now we are seeing thieves trying to 

capitalize on this. Whether they seek to resell the dog, collect a ransom or breed the dogs and sell their offspring, 

thieves seem to be attuned to the increased financial and emotional value pets have in our lives,” said AKC 

spokesperson Lisa Peterson. “Losing a treasured family pet is devastating to the owner.”

“Criminals look for weaknesses and exploit them. They know pets can’t protect themselves, so that means owners 

need to be alert,” said Lt. John Kerwick, a law enforcement K-9 handler and the President of the U.S. Police 
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Canine Association, Region 7. “Be wary of anyone who approaches you and asks too many questions about your 

dog or where you live. This is a red flag that they may be out to snatch your pet.”

Peterson added that “These ‘dog-nappers’ are misguided and naïve. They’re stealing living beings, not jewelry 

that can be pawned. Plus, it’s unlikely that they can sell the dogs for high prices without proper registration papers, 

and these inept criminals are not realistically going to collect a ransom. Caring for a dog — and especially 

breeding — is a time consuming endeavor that requires a lot of knowledge. Thieves will find themselves with a 

frightened and confused animal that needs a lot of care.”

The AKC offers the following advice to prevent your “best friend” from being a target of a crime:

At Home

    Don’t let your dog off-leash – Keeping your dog close to you reduces the likelihood it will wander off and catch 

the attention of thieves. A Saint Bernard that had wandered away from his owner in Nebraska was snatched up 

right off the road.

    Don’t leave your dog unattended in your yard – Dogs left outdoors when no one is home for long periods of time 

can be potential targets, especially if you live in a rural area and the fenced-in yard or dog runs are visible from the 

street.
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    Keep purchase price to yourself – If strangers approach you to admire your dog during walks, don’t answer 

questions about how much the dog cost or give details about where you live.

    Breeders need to be aware of home visits by potential puppy buyers – Criminals posing as would be “puppy 

buyers” have visited breeder homes to snatch dogs, while other homes have been burglarized when the owner 

was away. From Yorkies in Los Angeles to Bulldogs in Connecticut, thieves have targeted young puppies of these 

highly coveted breeds.

On the Road

    Never leave your dog in an unattended car, even if it’s locked – Even if you are gone for only a moment, an 

unlocked car is an invitation for trouble. Also leaving expensive items in the car such as a GPS unit or laptop will 

only invite thieves to break and possibly allow the dog to escape.

    Don’t tie your dog outside a store – This popular practice among city dwelling dog owners can be a recipe for 

disaster. Reports have surfaced of such thefts in Manhattan. If you need to go shopping, patronize only dog-

friendly retailers or leave the dog at home.

    Be vigilant when entering or leaving establishments or venues catering to dogs such as grooming salons, 

veterinarians, doggie day care or hotels – Be aware of your surroundings, such as slow moving vehicles, or 

people watching you and your dog. Carry pepper spray as a precaution and, if possible, don’t walk alone late at 

night or stay in a well lit area.

Page 7 | © Total Pet Publishing

http://www.totalpetpublishing.com/books


Recovery

    Protect your dog with microchip identification – Collars and tags can be removed so make sure you have 

permanent ID with a microchip. Keep contact information current with your recovery service provider. Several pets 

have been recovered because of alert people scanning and discovering microchips. For more information and to 

enroll your pet in a 24 hour recovery service visit www.akccar.org.

    If you suspect your dog has been stolen – Immediately call the police / animal control in the area your pet was 

last seen.

    Have fliers with a recent photo ready to go if your dog goes missing – Keep a photo of your dog in your wallet or 

on an easily accessible web account so that you can distribute immediately if your pet goes missing.

Dog Theft UK: What You Need to Know

Research from Direct Line Pet Insurance has shown that almost one in 20 dog owners who have lost their pet 

(four per cent) believe it was stolen.

More than a third (39 per cent) say they are worried that their dog will be snatched.
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Awareness of this pet crime is at an all time high, particularly following the recent suspected theft of Liz Hurley’s 

puppy, Emily, and Engelbert Humperdink’s German Shepherd, Charnie.

As a result, just under half (48 per cent) of those surveyed have fitted their dog with a microchip to make sure they 

can keep track of their movements. Others are taking more traditional precautions, with a quarter of owners (22 

per cent) admitting they never let their dog off the lead for fear of them being snatched and 13 per cent never 

venturing out with their pets after dark.

If their dog was taken though it would seem that money is no object when it comes to its safe return. Dog owners 

are prepared to offer an average reward of over £450 to get their stolen dog back. Londoners would offer the most 

and are willing to pay a massive £714 for their dog’s return, with people from Wales prepared to pay the least, at 

just £203.

Some owners would go to extreme lengths to retrieve their pet. Ninety five per cent would take the matter to the 

police and close to one in 20 (four per cent) say they would hire a private detective to hunt for their favourite pet.

The lengths dog owners would go to reflect the bond they have with their four-legged friends. More than two thirds 

(68 per cent) said they would be devastated if they didn’t have their pet, with 61 per cent comparing the loss to 

losing a friend. A quarter (28 per cent) revealed they could not imagine life without their pet.
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Chris Price, Business Manager at Direct Line Pet Insurance, said:

‘‘There have been a few cases of dognapping reported recently and this type of crime appears to be on the 

increase. We would strongly advise all dog owners to have their pets microchipped – obviously this won’t prevent 

them being stolen but it will help owners track them down. In the event of a suspected theft they should contact 

the police immediately and alert their insurance company. They may be eligible for money to help them track down 

their pets and to go towards a reward incentive.”

After the theft of their Miniature French Bulldog , Tim Bristrow and Jayne Hayes set up Doglost. Following an 

agonising six week search the couple got a tip off relating to the whereabouts of their missing dog Hermy, which 

lead them to the idea that spawned Doglost.

Over the past year, Tim and Jayne have managed to reunite over one thousand missing dogs with their owners. 

An alarming amount of missing dogs, some of which were stolen from their owners supporting Direct Line's 

findings that dognapping has reached epidemic proportions in the UK.

When Lavinia Broome’s four-year-old Springer Spaniel was stolen from her home in Wiltshire in April she was 

devastated. “I couldn’t understand why someone would want to steal my dog,” Lavinia said. “Molly is like a best 
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friend to me and not knowing where she was or whether she was OK for so long was awful.”

Determined to find out where her beloved Spaniel was, Lavinia scoured the country for news but for four months, 

heard nothing. Just as she began to fear the worst, she saw Sheena Seagrave of Missing Pets Bureau on the 

Richard and Judy Television Show and realised there was someone who could help.

Sheena said: “Lavinia called the next day to register and I immediately added Molly’s details to the national 

Missing Pets Register and forwarded them to the RSPCA and other charities. I gave her a lot of advice and was 

pleased to hear she was already doing everything right – including checking the local papers for adverts selling 

dogs matching Molly’s description. This is where we believe many stolen dogs are sold.”

Whenever an un-spayed dog is stolen, Missing Pets Bureau recommends the owner checks their local papers for 

adverts selling litters of the same breed. Knowing Molly had recently been in season, Lavinia didn’t miss a single 

copy and just days later, on 6th August, there it was: an advert for eleven Springer Spaniel puppies!

“The timing was perfect so I swallowed my nerves and took a friend with me to meet the breeder. The puppies 

were £250 each and I said I’d buy two, then asked if I could see the mum. Luckily, he agreed and I knew it was 

Molly straight away because she’s very distinctive and has a teat missing. She is also microchipped.”
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Lavinia then bravely confronted the breeder, demanding to know where he had got the dog from. “He said he had 

found her at a rescue centre but let me take her home with the two remaining puppies. I was so relieved to have 

her back.”

Sadly, one of the eleven puppies had died and eight had already been sold to unsuspecting buyers. Lavinia 

believes the dognapper could have made as much as £2,000 from the litter.

“It’s terrible to think someone has made so much money from stealing my dog,” she said. “But the puppies are 

beautiful and had I bred them myself, I probably would have kept two. I’ve called them Etti and Polly and they are 

an absolute joy.”

“We hope more can be done to stop criminals from stealing people’s dogs,” Sheena continued. “It’s a shocking 

crime that causes a huge amount of grief and pet owners need to be aware of it so they can take precautions in 

time.”

Asked what advice she could give to dog owners, Sheena said: “First you should give your pet as many forms of 

identification as possible, including an ID tag, microchip and even DNA identification. Pets should also be spayed 

or neutered to make them less inclined to stray and less attractive to thieves who target them for breeding. You 

should also secure your home and garden and if you have a side gate, keep it locked at all times. Finally, you 
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should never leave your pet unattended – even in the garden at home.”

Missing Pets Bureau also advises against buying pets from unknown sources like local fairs and newspaper 

adverts. Instead, it is recommended that you visit your local rescue centre to give a much needed home to a 

rescue pet.

The insurance industry has first hand knowledge of how fast this crime is spreading throughout the country. Direct 

Line Insurance are one of many cover providers to tailor their services to help fight dog theft. “At Direct Line, we 

recognise how distressing it can be to lose your pet and that’s why our policy offers up to £500 towards 

advertising and reward to help get it back. We will also pay the purchase price if your pet is stolen or goes missing 

and has not been found within 45 days.”

Roxi, a Staffordshire Bull Terrier puppy, was hand-reared by the Sampson family from five-weeks-old, but at just 

twelve weeks she was stolen from her home by thieves masquerading as door-to-door salesmen. They came to 

the front door selling tea towels as a distraction before making off with the puppy from the back garden, in clear 

view of on looking neighbours.

“We were all absolutely devastated when Roxi was stolen,” said Nicky Sampson. “We couldn’t eat or sleep the 

whole time she was gone and the family business suffered. I hope no other owner has to go through what we did.”
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Why One Organisation is Taking Action Against Dog Theft

Dog Theft Action (DTA) was set up in January 2005 to draw attention to dog theft in its many forms. By acting as a 

catalyst, DTA hopes to encourage the many agencies that come into contact with the victims of dog theft, to co-

ordinate and co-operate with each other thereby bring about a united and more effective solution to this escalating 

problem.

"Dogs don't just disappear - they are out there somewhere."

Dog Theft Action or DTA is an action group set up to lobby as many organisations as possible, to draw attention to 

dog theft in its many forms.

DTA was set up in January 2005 by Margaret Nawrockyi, and Jayne Hayes to try to bring together the many 

agencies - the police, dog wardens, RSPCA, local authorities, rescue centres and sanctuaries who are involved in 

the process of reuniting dogs and owners.

DTA want to involve as many of these agencies as possible and encourage them to collate and share information 

about missing and found dogs nationwide on www.doglost.co.uk.
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DTA are in favour of microchipping and want dog owners to be reassured that scanning does take place, properly, 

all over the country. We would like vets to scan all new dogs routinely prior to treatment so that the presence of a 

chip can be identified and cross referenced with Pet Log. There is evidence that some vets are already performing 

this service.

DTA would like to change police attitudes to dog theft! The police station is usually the first point of contact when a 

dog has been stolen or found. Missing and stolen dogs are logged as stolen property in most police forces 

because The Home Office directs that they are logged as such.  This means that we can only estimate the true 

figures attached to this distressing crime.

DTA believes that a crime number should be issued and a distinction made between dogs and property. We also 

believe that all police stations should have scanners along with the information to register all 'found' dogs 

immediately.

This is vital, as stolen dogs are frequently found miles away from home, or allowed to remain with the finder for a 

period of time that often goes unmonitored. People may live in close proximity to several Local Authorities. Their 

dog may be found, kennelled, re-homed or destroyed before its owners have had the opportunity to search all 

potential establishments. 
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Dog wardens are in the very epicentre of this confusion yet many do not have on line access. DTA believes that all 

dog wardens should be able to access www.doglost.co.uk - the national database of missing and found dogs. We 

would encourage all Local Authorities to make computers and training available to their dog wardens, to make 

their tasks less complicated. We would likewise encourage dog wardens to collate and post information on the 

website, to assist their colleagues, nationwide.

It is surprising how little people know about the law where it refers to found dogs. Many people who have had a 

dog stolen are expected to be comforted by the thought that someone has taken their dog in and is giving it a 

good home. It is illegal to take in a dog without notifying the police or dog warden.

Local Authorities have different time limits for re-homing or destroying found dogs so it is vital that information is 

made available on a national level and that these three agencies inform the public about www.doglost.co.uk 

without delay.

How can the general public help in this facet of law and order?

They can join the existing 5,000 volunteer helpers by logging on with www.doglost.co.uk - by checking the site 

regularly for dogs missing/found in their area, the success rate can be boosted from 70% to 100%! This will take 

ten minutes, two or three times a week! People who do not own a computer can get access via a library, internet 
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caf?, or even use a friend’s or relative’s computer.

Be vigilant! If a dog suddenly appears in your neighbourhood and you are concerned/suspicious about its origins, 

contact www.doglost.co.uk – this service is discreet and could give you important information. Get involved with 

the initiatives published on the website. Write to your MP asking pertinent questions about dog theft. Put posters 

of missing dogs up in your area.

To achieve these aims we will be talking to as many organisations as possible in order to draw on their expertise, 

experience and resources. Our first project was to attend CRUFTS 2005, to ask the dog owning public to help us 

in our campaign. The Kennel Club press office kindly offered us space in the entrance of the NEC over the four 

days of the CRUFTS show. We distributed 25,000 leaflets to people from every aspect of the dog world, 

encouraging them to join us in this vital campaign.

DTA’s three objectives are:

To change current police procedure of reporting stolen dogs as stolen property

To encourage effective co-operation between the various agencies involved in the reunification of missing/stolen 

dogs so that information can be made available nationwide.
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To ensure thorough identification of all stray dogs and effective posting of these details for the benefit of all 

agencies, i.e. effective scanning and posting of photographs/descriptions on   www.doglost.co.uk - the national 

database for missing and found dogs

DTA’s aims are:

To draw public attention to dog theft in its many forms

To encourage vets surgeries to scan new clients' dogs routinely

To encourage microchipping on a national scale

To encourage all local authorities to invest in scanning equipment and use appropriately and correctly

To ensure that missing/stolen dogs are logged as such – not as missing/stolen property

To encourage the police to obtain scanning equipment and to register ALL reported lost dogs immediately onto the 

national database i.e. www.doglost.co.uk
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To encourage the police to register ALL found dogs and their whereabouts immediately onto the national database 

i.e. www.doglost.co.uk

To ensure public understanding of the law where it refers to stray dogs i.e. when a stray dog is found it must be 

reported to the dog warden/police as soon as possible

To ensure that all rescue centres are required by law to obtain scanners and to scan every dog that comes onto 

their premises

What You Can Do to Take Action Against Dog Theft?

Have your dog micro chipped and tattooed. Both methods are painless and cost around ?9-?35.

All dogs should wear a collar and tag by law. Avoid including the dog's name. Include your home/mobile telephone 

number/address - use a tracking company’s details if you don't want to include your own.

Have clear photos of the front, rear as well as side profiles of your dog. Make a note of unusual markings.
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Train your dog not to go out of your sight on walks. Use an extending lead if the dog does not comply.

Beware of strangers - don't give details about your dog.

Vary your walk times and routes.

NEVER tie your dog up outside a shop.

NEVER leave your dog unattended in a car.

Fit a cow bell to your gate so that you can hear trespassers.

Ensure your fencing is adequate and check it regularly for wear and tear.

Keep your dog in view when you leave it in the garden
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Dog Straying in the UK (The Facts)

On Friday the 4th of April 2008 the Dogs Trust and the RSPCA got advance statements and interviews into the 

media regarding the police relinquishing their duty to receive stray dogs on Sunday April 6th. To hear their various 

representatives (Clarrissa Baldwin, Chris Lawrence, Piers Coughlan) or read their statements you might share 

their shock and horror as the government sprang this terrible outrage – packs of dogs may soon be roaming the 

streets they suggested. But for most of the (dog loving) public, this weekend will have been the first time they have 

heard of this, and righteous indignation at the further callous treatment of dogs by ‘government’ will be roused; 

maybe you are one such person reading this; if so please read on.

Dogs (as Dog Theft Action, DogLostUK, and numerous other groups keen to highlight the ‘theft’ of dogs point out) 

are a ‘chattel’ – property. It has therefore always been appropriate that they be dealt with as such by the police. 

But this ‘property’ is living and can hardly be put in a property store when the honest person finding it takes it and 

hands it in. So since the Dogs Act 1906 was introduced police stations were equipped to deal with this living 

‘property’ and police stations were built incorporating kennels to which the public could hand in dogs (discharging 

their duty under the Act – failure, as a ‘finder’, to deal with property as the law requires is theft).

Move on from 1906 and you will find that post-war the numbers of dogs in the UK increased dramatically, pet 

ownership became popular and with that the numbers of pet dogs needing to be dealt with under the Act 
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increased – with an incremental increase in the problems of noise etc. created at the police stations; making this a 

very unpopular ‘duty’! As the problems increased, so taking in strays became less popular with the police and 

discussions began regarding the introduction of a Service to exert more control over the growing problems created 

by stray dogs.

In these discussions (post 1975 pre 1990) where this Service would sit and what it would do were both looked at. 

The police really wanted rid of involvement and the animal welfare groups (notably JACOPIS under Lord 

Houghton of Sowerby) wanted to ensure that such a Service would educate as well as enforce and ‘dog warden’ 

services were already developing in local authority control (rather than a National Dog Warden Service based with 

the Police) – taking dogs home, providing advice, taking dogs to the police as strays etc. So, in 1990, the 

Environmental Protection Act formalised the (enforcement) duties of the local authority requiring that they “appoint 

an officer” to deal with stray dogs and discharge the function of the Act “to seize stray dogs where practicable” (so 

no standard national Service, as such, was created).

Almost the first effect was that on the 1st of April 1990 the police turned away dog wardens taking stray dogs to 

them. Chief Constables instructed their stations that dog wardens were no longer ‘the public’ (entitled to take 

strays to the police) and local authorities were expected to create kennelling facilities of their own. So local 

authorities created services (rather than a Service) and, over the next decade, those services got to grips with the 

extensive stray dog problems; nationally dealing with around 150,000 dogs in 1993 and bringing that down to 

Page 22 | © Total Pet Publishing

http://www.totalpetpublishing.com/books


around 100,000 now. (In 1991 guidance and letters on the implementation of the Dangerous Dogs Act for the first 

time gave local authority officers with operational functions within the Act the title ‘dog wardens’ providing powers, 

but not a ‘duty’, to deal with ‘dangerous dogs’).

During this time however as well as explicit powers to deal with dangerous dogs (somewhat greater than those 

given to the local authority – ‘dog warden’) the police retained their duty to receive stray dogs from the public, 

which meant that from time to time there were still noisy dogs locked in police station kennels annoying policemen 

(no legislation they have worked under has given them a duty to proactively seize strays or rush to complaints 

about strays running loose).

Best practice which did develop, but was not recognised, showed that mutually satisfactory arrangements could 

be made between the police and local authorities working to the benefit of the public; enabling the public to take 

dogs they found to the police station which then arranged for their rapid transfer to the dog warden. This also 

meant that the public could hand in dogs at evenings and the weekend at police stations equipped to deal with 

them and they would be dealt with, first by the police and then by the dog warden on the first working day he or 

she was available, both services keeping in close contact about each case, both services taking a part in dealing 

with strays and dangerous dogs each case presented – as most appropriate to the ‘powers’ and ‘duties’ given to 

them in the law.
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But not everywhere moved towards best practice partnerships; some Constabularies made it quite clear that even 

if they were still legally responsible for the receipt of strays they could pull kennels down and turn the public away; 

and some Chief Police Officers, notably Richard Brunstrom, North Wales Chief Constable and lead officer on 

‘dogs’ for the ACPO, worked hard towards getting rid of any involvement with dogs; comments in his personal blog 

are very revealing. The Police badgered their department (the Home Office) to get rid of their duties towards dogs 

and after the O’Dowd report portrayed stray dogs as just more bureaucracy which the modern police force could 

do without – the writing was on the wall.

But first comes a little twist; the police were supported in this desire to get rid of stray dogs by those the 

government consults on animal welfare issues. Yes, dog loving public, the Dogs Trust, the RSPCA and the Kennel 

Club were there in the consultations which led to s68 of the Clean Neighbourhoods Act 2005; the section 

introduced on Sunday April 6th 2008.

On the principal basis that the police were not very good at looking after stray dogs, and rather than demanding 

police improvement or movement towards the best practices outlined previously in this article, the charities used 

as advisors supported the (police) proposals to remove the police responsibility without obtaining any apparent 

clarity regarding what this would entail. Their support for this move was unrelenting, the problems to which it 

would inevitably lead were glossed over and, just for the record, it was the same advisors that were consulted, on 

the same Act, which led to the introduction of the Dog Control Order system they now so roundly condemn local 
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authorities for attempting to use. But more is to come.

These organisations now speak as experts on ‘stray dogs’. You, the dog loving public, probably associate them in 

your mind with caring for thousands of ‘stray dogs’. But would you like to ask these honourable organisations how 

many of their shelters have actually entered into contracts with local authorities for the reception of stray dogs 

since the early 1990s when, local authorities became responsible for finding kennelling for stray dogs they were 

dealing with? You may be surprised.

The ‘Charities’ have no statutory duty with regard to stray dogs in fact they are just like any member of the public if 

a stray dog is presented to them; their explicit duties in law are as a ‘finder’. For them to keep a stray dog without 

the knowledge of the local authority of the area in which it had been found is illegal, furthermore for them to do so 

is bad practice potentially preventing the reunion of a stray with its rightful owner. But very, very few of the best 

know charities, which the public associate with stray dogs, are willing to enter into formal contracts with local 

authorities to provide kennelling; reunification with owners; and re-homing, or humane destruction for those dogs 

not claimed; and, it should also be understood that those which do are paid by the local authority for, at least, the 

first seven days during which the dogs are held.

Apart from a few selective exceptions local authorities have always been expected to find and pay for kennelling 

for their stray dogs for the mandatory seven day period during which the dog may be claimed by its owner; after 
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that, if they are lucky, the dog warden might be able to negotiate a stray, which has completed the its seven days, 

into one of the main charities for re-homing (and this is the only way ‘strays‘ should come into their kennels), but 

such a move will rarely be guaranteed for every dog.

So into an already under funded service that will rarely have the cooperation of a major animal charity for the day 

to day reception of its strays, those charities have helped deliver sole responsibility for dealing with stray dogs. 

Nor do they apply to provide dog warden services to local authorities – those local authorities which choose to 

‘contract out’ their dog warden service will usually be doing so to profit based limited liability companies; the one 

charity which once did try to run some dog warden services (Woodgreen Animal Shelter) no longer does so. All 

the contract companies are profit based and the first thing you can guarantee is that their wardens will not even 

receive pay equivalent to ‘in house’ wardens working for local authorities; and most ‘in house’ wardens will only 

reach scale 3 or 4 on the local government pay-scale!

Another interesting point: on April 6th dogs became the only type of property which the police have no 

responsibility to receive, or to make a record of its discovery, or to make a record of its loss (though there may be 

some argument regarding the record of loss as if theft is alleged it should be recorded by the police and be 

provided with a crime number – the difficulty is what is the evidence of the crime? Many of those alleging dog theft 

appear to have no genuine evidence indicating theft at all and the police could, in the opinion of this writer, quite 

reasonably, refuse to give the allegation any credence; without evidence a ‘lost’ dog is not necessarily a ‘stolen’ 
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dog anymore than a ‘lost’ wallet is a ‘stolen’ wallet, and a crime number would not be given for a ‘lost’ wallet either!

On the other hand the local authority, which has a legal obligation to keep a record of each and every stray dog it 

deals with (seizes) has no legal obligation to make a record of lost dogs reported to it as it has no legal 

responsibility for recording lost property (although it makes absolute sense to do so and comparing lost with found 

does amount to ‘best practice’). The local authority has not been given any role whatever in recording lost or 

stolen property or in investigating any alleged theft, only in recording dogs they ‘seize’ under the Act.

So much was glossed over by DEFRA and those it consulted on the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 

that its drafting makes them look like rank amateurs and the situation only becomes worse after the law was 

sealed and the Statutory Instruments prepared to enact it. A prolonged negotiation ensued (held behind closed 

doors with local authorities represented by the Local Government Association (LGA) and police by ACPO) to 

determine the amount of funds to be transferred from the police to local authorities to fulfil the responsibilities. 

Bear in mind two things for this; the police already had an infrastructure of both secure kennelling and (24hour) 

manning and in a 1998 report commissioned by the RSPCA and Kennel Club had claimed that stray dogs cost 

them £11 million annually (lowest version). Now consider that the local authorities are starting from scratch to 

replicate or potentially improve this service yet the first offer made by the police was for £1 million.

The final funding which is neither ring fenced nor, apparently, permanent, is for £4 million per year (for three years) 
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between all the countries local authorities, at least £7 million pounds less than the police had claimed that the 

work cost them a decade ago.

With the derisory funding local authorities have also been given derisory ‘guidance’ by DEFRA as to how these 

responsibilities should be discharged, ‘guidance’ which suggests that “where practicable” they create “acceptance 

points” to which the public can take stray dogs when a dog warden service is not available. It is also explicitly 

stated that a 24 hour 365 days a year dog warden service is NOT required by the law.

‘Acceptance Points’ would indeed replicate to some extent the provision made by police stations, but also provide 

some operational problems for the local authorities to overcome. Unfortunately no definition has been given as to 

exactly what an ‘acceptance point’ is. The repealed law explicitly instructed finders to take the dog to the “nearest 

police station” to which it was found; providing convenience both for the finder and the loser of the dog. There is 

no requirement in the ‘new’ law that an ‘acceptance point’ be local and in many cases local authorities will find it 

difficult to establish an appropriate local ‘acceptance point’ of any kind let alone one as well known or convenient 

as a local police station. There is also the small matter that any finder, nationwide, would once have known to take 

a dog to a police station; now they have to contact the police or local authority to find out where the ‘acceptance 

point’ for the area is.

The truth is that on the 5th of April 2008 we had a flawed but manageable system. On the 6th of April it was 
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consigned to the dustbin without an understandable or manageable system being installed to replace it. That the 

charities which advised the government department now evade their responsibility for what has happened is 

inexcusable and they should certainly not be allowed to obtain cheap publicity for themselves through it; they 

already obtain considerable donations from the public by pertaining to be deeply involved with stray dogs when 

their involvement is actually very limited, they have now created a holy mess for those that are deeply involved.

The public – YOU – should remember that it is your local authority which, now alone, deals with strays; if you have 

concerns go directly to them; you are their residents and their voters. Do not expect the charities to do this for you; 

do not abrogate your civic functions to them. Find out what your, local, arrangements are, make your local 

authority answerable to you, it is you that pays your council tax to them and through you whatever they provide is 

funded. Make it your concern and you will probably find your local authority more responsive than you expect and, 

of course, if it isn’t you have local and democratic redress far above any which you can exert on an ‘independent 

charity’ so don’t let them speak for you now. Find out about your local arrangements and speak up about them 

locally. 

Why Straying Dogs Are Costing Dog Owners Millions of Pounds

research from Direct Line Pet Insurance shows that 2.4 drivers have had an accident involving a dog that has run 

onto the road in front of their car, resulting  in more than 190,000 drivers seeking costs from owners to repair the 
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damage caused to their vehicle.

According to the Animals Act 1971, dog owners are held responsible for injury or damage caused by their pets 

straying on to the road.

Typically, owners can expect to pay around ?500 to cover the costs of vehicle damage, though such claims can 

sometimes run into thousands of pounds.

Furthermore, experience shows that the cost of treating injuries suffered by an animal in a road traffic accident is 

70% higher than an average veterinary bill.  This equates to around ?450.

Chris Price, Business Manager at Direct Line Pet Insurance said:

''These are litigious times and as our survey shows people today are more likely to pursue a liability claim against 

a dog owner, so not only are owners faced with significant veterinary bills for treating their dog, but they may have 

to pay to repair the damage sustained on the car which can often be extensive."

Even though 97% of dog owners recognise that they are legally responsible for their dog's actions and 84% are 

aware that a driver can sue, only 16% actually take out any insurance to protect themselves.
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Bonus Chapter: Keep Your Pet Safe Overseas

What to do when taking your pet on a foreign holiday: It’s probably happened to all of us once. You notice the back 

gate flapping suspiciously in the wind and your heart rate doubles. You check under the beds, behind the settee, 

even in between the car and the garage wall, and just as you are about to panic you the spot him bounding 

bashfully back with ‘that’ look on his face.

He couldn’t have been gone for more than five minutes. A lucky escape you may think, and you promise yourself 

you will fix the latch on the gate, but your curious friend doesn’t have a clue about the highway code, or the perils 

of big, sheers drops, he was just having a nosey about the neighbourhood. More often than not these incidents, 

although undesirable, have a happy ending.

This is often due to helpful neighbours mucking in with the search, familiar locations for dogs to navigate with and 

ease of communication. Take all of these factors away and it could all turn out very differently. With the popularity 

of the Pet Passport Scheme, more and more people are able to holiday abroad with their dog for company, so by 

definition, it is a possibility that our dogs could do the dreaded disappearing act as a far away as Italy or Spain. 

The most popular places for people to holiday with their pets are often rural and are often within the UK.

If you holiday in Wales for example, and you have the misfortune of losing your dog, you will not necessarily be at 
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as much of a loss as you would be if you were in rural Italy or France. For a start you would have a common 

language and you would be familiar the law. The initial panic that would set in would be lessened slightly by your 

ability to communicate your problem to someone, in a country with a language that you don’t speak; your 

predicament will only be intensified by your inability to communicate your problem. If you are travelling on holiday, 

the best ways to ensure that if you lose your pet you can get them back are as follows: have your pet fitted with a 

microchip.

This is compulsory if travelling under the Pet Travel Scheme abroad; whilst travelling abroad your pet should wear 

a collar containing details of: a United Kingdom address; and a United Kingdom telephone number; and a contact 

point within the country in which you are travelling. If your pet is lost whilst travelling you should notify the local 

police and make enquiries with local vets.

Rule 1. Make sure you are taking your dog on a holiday that is suited to him. Ensure it is a holiday that allows you 

to keep an eye on your dog, and one that allows you to keep him from boredom, the main reason that dogs go 

walkabouts by themselves.

Prevention is the key here, once your dog is out of your sight, you cannot control his fate, nor can you control his 

actions. Ensure that when out in public, the dog is always on leash (this is demanded by law in many popular 

holiday resorts) and when he is alone it is imperative that he is secure. This does not just mean locking the hotel 
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door behind you as you leave to play beach volleyball, a careless cleaner or porter could make it all too easy for 

your dog to escape. If you do leave your dog on the premises, give instructions to all who may have contact with 

the dog to ensure he is secure before they leave.

Rule 2. Take all practical steps to ensure that it is not made easy or tempting for the dog to wander off. If you 

provide the dog with the option of going off alone for a stroll, he may well just do that. If it is not a viable option, the 

thought won’t enter his head. Not many dogs ‘escape’ in the sense that they have tried to get out of a property or 

garden, more often it is an opportunity offered to them on a plate, such as an open door or slack lead loosely tied 

to a lamp post (opposite a butcher’s perhaps). No matter how careful a dog owner is, there is always an element 

of misfortune involved in a missing dog holiday saga. If fate and destiny conspire together and you still find 

yourself on holiday minus your dog, there are a few things that you should have done before you left home just in 

case.

Tim hall of pet exports, (www.petexports.co.uk) offered these pieces of advice.

1.Take a recent photo with you. Descriptive words in a foreign language are often hard to come by in times of 

panic, and not everybody knows what a Dandy Dinmont Terrier looks like.

2.Change the ID tag on the collar before you leave. Even if someone does find your dog wandering the Costa 
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Brava, they won’t know where to start if the only information available is ‘If lost please return to 34 Bloom Street, 

South Shields or phone 821 445’. Put the address and phone number of the hotel at which you are staying, and 

remember to put any instructions in the right language. You should always leave the UK address on there as well, 

in case you have to leave the country without your dog.

3.Be aware that different countries have different attitudes towards dogs roaming freely. The Spanish have a 

particular dislike for stray dogs, your dog will look like just another stray, so for a busy Spaniard to make the 

journey across Marbella with your beloved Deerhound is expecting an awful lot.

4.Know who to contact. The local police station is a good start. Perhaps straight after that you should contact the 

council and any kennels near by. Do not contact the British Embassy or the consulate; to be frank they have 

bigger fish to fry than your lost dog, such as terrorism and international relations.

5.Tim’s strongest recommendation is this. Don’t take him off his lead or let him out of sight.

Pet Travel Phrasebook:

    You may know how to ask for a cappuccino in Milan and a baguette in Paris but do you know how to ask for a 

Doberman in Dortmund or a Rottweiler in Rotterdam. We have taken the languages spoken in the most popular 

holiday resorts in Europe and provided useful translations of helpful ‘lost dog in Europe’ phrases.
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    En Francais.

    Excuse me, have you seen this dog roaming freely?

    M’excusez-vous, avez-vous vu ce chien errer librement?

    Do you know the way to the nearest kennels?

    Vous savez le chemin vers les établissements les plus proches?

    I wish to report my dog missing.

    Je voulais rapporter mes disparus de chien.

    He is a big/small/medium dog with long/short hair of dark/light colour. His/her name is Dotty.

    Il/elle est un grand/petit/moyen chien avec de cheveux longs/courts de couleur légère/foncée. Il/elle s’appelle 

Dotty.

    Thank you so much. Where can I pick him up? I owe you big style pal.

    Merci tellement. Où peux-je le prendre? Je vous dois le grand modèle mon amis.
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    Italiano.

    Excuse me, have you seen this dog roaming freely?

    Lo scusate, avete visto questo cane vagare liberamente?

    Do you know the way to the nearest kennels?

    Conoscete il senso al canile più vicino?

    I wish to report my dog missing.

    Desidero segnalare i miei missing del cane.

    He is a big/small/medium dog with long/short hair of dark/light colour. His/her name is Dotty.

    È un cane piccolo/medio/grande con capelli corti/lunghi di colore chiaro/scuro. Suo il suo nome è dotty.

    Thank you so much. Where can I pick him up? I owe you big style pal.

    Grazie così tanto. Dove posso prenderlo? Vi devo lo stile grande mia compagno.

    en español
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    Excuse me, have you seen this dog roaming freely?

    ¿Me excusa, usted ha visto este perro el vagar libremente?

    Do you know the way to the nearest kennels?

    ¿Usted sabe la manera a las perreras más cercanas?

    I wish to report my dog missing.

    Deseo divulgar a mis desaparecidos del perro.

    He is a big/small/medium dog with long/short hair of dark/light colour. His/her name is Dotty.

    Él es un perro grande/pequeño/medio grande con el pelo corto/largo del color ligero/oscuro. El suyo su nombre 

es dotty.

    Thank you so much. Where can I pick him up? I owe you big style pal.

    Muchas Gracias. ¿Dónde puedo tomarlo? Le debo estilo grande mi amigo.
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Further Resources & Useful Links

• www.DogAdvice.co.uk   (dog advice)
• www.Insurance4Pets.com   (top pet insurance guide)
• www.doglost.co.uk   (proper dog nutrition & feeding)
• www.dogtheftaction.com   (DTA)
• www.akc.org/press_center/pet_theft.cfm   (AKC advice)
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Legal Notice

© Total Pet Publishing All rights reserved. 
This work is copyright protected along with all derivative works of all referenced authors and contributors. This 
content is for personal use only. You cannot amend, distribute, sell, use, quote or paraphrase any part or the 
content within this ebook without the consent of the author or individual copyright owner. Legal action will be 
pursued if this is breached. Please appreciate the hard work done.

Disclaimer Notice:
This book is for personal use only. It should serve as a reference only with no guarantee to any personal or 
financial gains. Results from usage of materials described in this book varies. By reading this material, you agree 
that the author is not liable on any consequences arising from usage of the information contained within this book. 
The reader assumes all responsibility for outcomes related to the implementation of advice in this manuscript.

About the Authors:
This book has been carefully prepared, researched and edited by a team of canine information experts. Our 
authors are, first and foremost, passionate about dogs and share a mutual satisfaction in assisting people who are 
experiencing problems with their pets. Our works have been read by more than 12 million pet owners globally.
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